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HARVEST

This year, our Harvest Festival Service was held outdoors on our stage and we were so lucky to have beautiful sunshine. The children were able to demonstrate they understood the importance of being thankful for all they have, whilst still thinking of those less fortunate than themselves.  Our community lunch was also a real success with lots of second helpings handed out!  Many thanks to all those parents who kindly donated to the Church Harvest Appeal, either by donating food and other goods or by buying some of the delicious cakes and biscuits made by the children.  We were delighted to be able to give Rev. James the fantastic sum of £42.65 all generated by the children’s hard work. Thank you to all who attended and to Reverend James Harvey and Reverend Ed Butlin for opening and closing the Service. 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 2ND NOVEMBER 

The children will have individual and whole school photographs taken in school on this day.  If siblings who are not in school would like to be part of a photo with their brother or sister, please bring them to school for 8.45am. 

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY: 8th November

We would like to continue the school tradition of attending the Village Remembrance Service.  This year it will be held at St Michael’s All Angels Church.  The service will begin at 10am, after which we would like to invite everyone to join in the procession to the War Memorial.  Members of the School Council will be asked to present a wreath donated by the school.

As in past years, we would like all children to wear their school uniform.  Mrs Connolly will be attending the service, but children are welcome to 
sit with their families during the Service. We look forward to seeing you there.

CHILDREN IN NEED: Friday 13th November
As usual, we will be encouraging the children to come to school in their PJs on this day (all we ask is a minimum £1.00 donation to Children in Need). Teddies are also invited as we will be having our traditional bed time story and hot chocolate before the end of school.
CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCE Thursday 10th December 
Please note that we have a slightly different plan for our Christmas production this year. The whole school will be involved (Nursery to Year 4) and there will be only one performance.  At the moment, we would like to keep the rest of the details a secret (just to build the suspense!) However, we wanted to give as much notice as possible of the start time.  We plan to begin our performance at 5pm at school and before 6pm we will all head for the warmth of the Village Inn (otherwise known as the Village Hall). We do hope there is enough room…!!! The whole performance should finish at around 7pm. 

CAULIFLOWER CARDS - BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND!
This year we will again be offering you the opportunity to buy packs of Christmas Cards designed by your children and printed by Cauliflower cards. Your child’s design will be available for viewing during the second week back after half term.

TRAIN TO TEACH
We are part of a group of schools who host students undertaking the School Direct Teacher training programme. Jill Thompson, our most recent school direct student, has just successfully completed her final placement in Year 1/2.  She has been a fantastic asset to the school and we wish her all the best for the future. 

School Direct is a way for passionate and enthusiastic people to train to become teachers.  Students are trained in a highly professional and supportive environment and will develop the skills, knowledge and expertise that will enable them to plan and deliver engaging learning experiences for pupils of all abilities.  Trainees are based in schools to gain qualified teacher status, and work with a local university to achieve a PGCE with 60 Masters credits. The next round of applications opens via UCAS on 27th October 2015, for courses starting in September 2016.
From September 2016, we will have a vacancy in our school for another student, so if you or anyone you know may be interested, there are details of the application process on our website under ‘Train to Teach’ 
SCHOOL LUNCHES - NEW WINTER MENU  

This term, I have been part of a tasting experiment and have really enjoyed sampling some of the different meals on offer.   Please note, the menu runs on a six week cycle and always returns to week 1 at the beginning of each half term.

From next half term, we will be introducing a ‘Friday Pudding Vote’. Each week the children will be able to vote for their favourite out of three tempting treats – the first winning pudding was Chocolate Crispies and will be served the first Friday back after half term.
THE SHOE BOX APPEAL
We are asking the children to support the Shoe box appeal in school again this year.  You should have by now received an information leaflet in your child’s book bag. The children have heard all about it in Special Assembly today and are all keen to help. Please return all filled Shoe boxes to school by the 5th of November, so that we can get them to the nearest collection point in time to be picked up. 
FINALLY…have a great half term break.  School re- opens on Monday 2nd November.

Best wishes 

Suzanne 

