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Autumn 2015
Welcome back – we hope you all have had a fantastic summer break. We are all well rested and full of energy and enthusiasm for the term ahead and it was lovely to welcome such smart, smiling children on their first day back to school! 
Starting time for the school day

As it is the start of a new school year I would like to remind parents that teaching and learning is timetabled to begin at 8.55am each day.  In order to have all children in class and ready to start for that time, we ask that they are on the school yard ready to line up when the bell is rung at 8.50am.  To ensure Safeguarding is effective in our school, the doors to school and the gates to the yard will be closed at 8.55am.  Children arriving after this time should come directly to the school office.  They will be recorded as late in the late book (for monitoring purposes) until 9.O5am after which time they will be given a late mark in the register. As a staff we are working hard to tighten up on punctuality and timekeeping throughout the day and therefore will keep closely to the 3pm finish time – the only day this will not be in our control will be Thursday when the children return on the bus from Alnwick and we apologise for any inconvenience this may cause.   

Please see our Attendance Policy on our school website for full details – hard copies available from the office 
Electronic Communication

As a school we are trying to send as many of our communications by email rather than in hard copy.  We are updating our record of your preference for this academic year so if you are happy to receive information in this format, please give your email 
address to Mrs. Long. However, if you would still like 
to receive information in a hard copy, we are will continue to provide this service.

Home School Agreement 
At the start of each academic year, we ask that you read and sign up to our Home School Agreement and familiarise yourself with the Internet Acceptable Use Policy.  In an attempt to save paper, we are only sending the agreement slip out for you to sign and ask that you make time to read the documents on 
the school website. (www.felton.northumberland. sch.uk)

For anyone who still requires a hard copy, they will be available from the office. 
This year, we have also included a list of expectations for after school play.  Whilst we continue to be happy that the children have access to our beautiful grounds after the school day, we must remind you that the use of them is at your own risk and children should be supervised closely at all times. We hope that the rules attached to this letter will clarify our expectations for the children’s behaviour. We ask that, in support of our health and safety policies, you reinforce these rules with your children. 
School Email Address 
Please remember we also now have an email address for parents wishing to contact school.  Emails sent to this address will be monitored daily and you will be guaranteed a response within no more than 2 working days. You may wish to ask express a concern, ask a question or make a suggestion.  The address should also be used to arrange an appointment to speak to Mrs Connolly or a member of staff. The email address is feltoninfo@felton.northumberland.sch.uk 
Mr Pearson and Miss Millington will be available to meet parents, by appointment, every day after 3.10pm.  Mrs Pounder can, again by appointment, speak to parents between 9.05 am and 9.20am. 
KS2 Fruit
Parents of children in the Adventurers’ zone please remember you are more than welcome to send fruit with your child each day and they will be given time to eat it after break each morning. 
Water Bottles 
All children in school are allowed to have a water bottle in class whilst they are working.  Because of hygiene issues, we do ask that these water bottles are clearly named and are washed at home and sent back on a daily basis. We are sorry, but we cannot undertake to maintain the cleanliness of these bottles in school. 

It is school procedure that children in Nursery and Reception are offered a drink after morning break and at lunch time.  They also have their own cups which they can drink from at any other time they wish. Children in Year 1-4 are encouraged to access to the water fountain in their cloakroom which dispenses chilled filtered water. We provide disposable plastic cups to reduce the spread of infection.  

School Dinners
Following the Government’s Free School Meals Initiative for children from Reception to Year 2, we are pleased to say that we now have 100% take up for school lunches in these year groups. Thanks also to the Year 3 and 4 children who continue to support the school kitchen by choosing to have a school lunch.  Parents of children with particular dietary requirements please see Lesley in the office and we will do our best to accommodate your child’s needs. We expect children who bring packed lunches to make sensible choices about their contents and show their continued support our commitment to healthy eating in school. We would like to signpost you to the Northumberland County Council website to view the new seasonal menus: www.fuelforlife.co.uk – primary section. 
New menus are also uploaded to the school website. 
Lunch Money 

To help Mrs. Long with the administration of the many different monies coming into school, please  could we ask that any monies for the FSFA and uniform is sent in a separate envelope to lunch and swimming money.  If you wish to change your child’s lunch arrangements please note that we require 2 weeks’ notice to avoid delays or wastage of food.
Swimming
As always, we expect all children to go swimming if they are in school, however, if there are exceptional circumstances preventing your child from swimming, please speak directly to Mrs. Long in the Office. Unfortunately, we are unable to refund money on these occasions. If your child is absent from school we will, of course, refund the swimming cost for that week. 

We look forward to a happy and productive term; by now you should have received your child’s learning journeys and topic information for this term. 

 I hope to see many of you at our planned parents meetings over the next few weeks. Please see a reminder of the dates below.
Information about school clubs this term to follow. 

Best Wishes,
Suzanne Connolly

